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carried an industrial centre for the National Government had had no conversation with his leader when the first two sessions had already passed. There are many illustrations of this lack of interest in men as potential elements of power. They are themselves the gravest limitations on the powers of leadership- Mr. Baldwin is supposed to be lazy. These oversights are not produced by laziness. What the modern mind accounts as Mr. Baldwin's laziness is indeed his virtue. It is the sane belief that a Prime Minister should have time to read and exercise his co-ordinating capacity without indulging in the details of routine. The world wants the leader who has time to meditate, it wants the Disraeli who will write his novel while in office; it is Mr. MacDonald hurtling about like a "super-clerk" that is so intensely distasteful The fault of the Conservative leadership has not been want of effort. It has been this inability to see that men are all that count in politics. In short, it is the modern respect for processes which has set the natural leader in revolt. Man made routine and the higher creature will not stop to serve it.
The necessity for patronage in politics, the necessity for creating followers and attracting intellects is obvious. Mr. Baldwin is perhaps oblivious of his failings as a party leader, but he is not unaware of his own necessities. He has said within a year at the dinner of the Royal College of Physicians :-
"There is one great difference between the work of a politician like myself and the work of a physician. The medical profession has a body of science at its back as its final court of appeal with a pharmacopoeia regularly revised and brought up-to-date and recognised internationally ; I envy the physician, because, I am dealing with such things as economics, the monetary standards and international exchange. The politician has no body of science to go to; he has no pharmacopoeia/'
This is a true lament of Mr. Baldwin's career, but there,